
Th e  W orld Cup  Finals , now  80 ye ars  old, at-

tracts  th e  bigge st te le vision audie nce  of any 

global e ve nt. In an e ra of globaliz ation, it is , if 

only for a m onth  e ve ry four ye ars , th e  clos e st 

w e  com e  to im agining and be ing a global com -

m unity. It’s  th e  k ind of audie nce  no state , no 

p olitical m ove m e nt can turn dow n and since  

th e  Uruguayans  ce le brate d th e  ce nte nary of 

national inde p e nde nce  by h osting th e  1930 

tournam e nt, p olitics  h as  be e n in p lay at e ve ry 

gam e . David G oldblatt (auth or of Th e  Ball Is  

Round) w ill e xp lore  th e  p olitical h istory and cul-

tural m e anings  of th e  W orld Cup  and look  for-

w ard to w h at w e  m igh t e xp e ct w h e n th e  2010 

tournam e nt k ick s  off in South  Africa in June . 

accom p anie d by a film  of th e  1938 W orld Cup .


